HELICOPTER ANTI-SUBMARINE SQUADRON SIX (HS-6)
FLEET POST OFFICE
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 96601

7 August 1969

Wves, Famlies, and Friends of HS-6s:

Inny last letter to you, | nentioned that we were eagerly | ooking
forward to our Fourth of July Celebration on the 5th. I amhappy to re-
port that it was a huge success, greatly acclained by all hands as one
of the nost active and entertaining ,stand-dows the "Mghty K' has ever
experienced. Fried chicken, baked beans, potato salad, fruit punch, pickles,
olives, and other "picnic fare" del ectabl es were enjoyed by all. As usual,
even though the entire ship takes a holiday, HS-6 nmust "do their thing".
W were required to launch a helicopter during the picnic for personne
transfers to destroyers. This provided us with the opportunity for the
"last laugh" on our shipmates. As the wind created by the downdraft of
the rotors covered the flight deck, it neatly lifted the baked beans and
potato salad frommany plates and not so neatly deposited theminto every-
one's faces,and onto their uniforns. Actually it proved to be quite
hunorous to all except the ships Chief Engineer who imredi ately recog-
ni zed that there would be an excessive drain on his precious fresh water
supply that evening as everyone cleaned up the nmess and thensel ves. The
clinmactic nonent, however, was the grand finale in the evening - a very
i npressive pyrotechnic display. The night was brilliantly illum nated by
many various sizes, shapes and col ors of pyrotechnics, conpleting the tra-
ditional celebration of our National Holiday.

Qur acconplishments during the past two week line period totalled 575
flying hours; we carried over 320 passengers throughout the @il f, deliv-
ered nore than 21, 240 pounds of mail and cargo to other Task Force 77 ships,
and still managed to fly 131 hours of valuable ASWtraining. As al ways,
all hands performed in the outstandi ng professional manner expected, nain-
taining the Squadron's established reputation as being a highly effective,
reliable, and efficient organization and very deserving of another hard
earned "Wl | Done"*

W arrived in Sasebo, Japan on the ninth and were excitedly greeted
at the pier wth the wel cone sight and cheers of those w ves who were abl e
to meet their husbands in Japan. The beauty of Sasebo as the westernnost
city in Japan becane even nore apparent as we went ashore, especially since
we arrived at the end of the rainy season which accounted for greatly appre-
ciated mld tenperatures, cool breezes, and rich, [ush green countryside.
The city and its surrounding areas of fer an abundance of recreation oppor-
tunities, including various sports such as swinmmng, sailing, and golf, and
many noteworthy historical and geographical points of interest. On Kyushu
Island |ies Nagasaki, the oldest port' city in Japan, |ong remenbered as
the "other place" where an atom c bonb was dropped ending Wrld VWar 11.
Only a fewgrimremnders of this castastrophe of war remain, and restor-
ation of the city has been both remarkabl e and expeditious. Just a few mles
from Sasebo are national parks: Unzen with its famus hot springs; Munt
Aso, Japan's "Yell owstone", known for its many natural wonders including
a live vol cano; the Karatsu Resort area which is famous for its beautiful
natural scenery and excellent white sand beaches* Even nore breath-taking



is Yum hara Peak, just thirty mnutes from downtown Sasebo. It comrands
a panoram c view of Sasebo Harbor and its large shipbuilding conplex, the
pi cturesque "Ninety-Nne Islands", Hrado and Cato |slands, and Oraro Bay.
Everyone enjoyed their stay in Sasebo, even if they only remained in the
| ocal area for additional shopping, sw nmmng, or sone well earned rel ax-
ation.

Just prior to our arrival in Sasebo, we bid a hearty "Farewel|" and
"Smooth Sailing" to Lieutenant Commander H BRONSON and Lieutenant Jim
ROONEY, who departed for new assignnments stateside.

During July | had the pleasure of pronoting Vern VILHAUSR to the rank
of Commander, Rick RI SHER and Ken BURNS to the rank of Lieutenant, Russ
MCKAY to the rank of Ensign and Frank STRONG to Chief Warrant Officer. In
addition, the follow ng squadron personnel were recogni zed for their ad-
vancenents in rating:

AVAN Harry FI NCH advanced to AWB
ATNAN Roger FLEM NG " ATN3
ATNAN Robert HAUKOM " ATN3
ATRAN Jeffrey NOLTE " ATN3
ATRAN Frederi ck TAYLOR " ATR3
AN G enn PENSE " PH3

The follow ng were designated as "strikers":

AN Warren DYER desi gnat ed as AMSAN
AN M chael HARDI NG " AMSAN
AN Denni s MAGEE " ADJ AN
AN Ler oy VAUGHN " ADJ AN

Shortly thereafter, we "Hailed" the follow ng new personnel who reported
aboard during our in-port period:

AE2 Davi d DeROSSETT ADJAN Bob GRAY

AWAN M ke NASH AVWAN Jimm e YOUNG
AV\B Tom PROBST ABHAN Janes RI CHMOND
PH3 Davi d POWELL ATN3 Keith CHR STI AN

Toward the end of our visit many of us becane involved in the prepara-
tions and briefings for a coordi nated ASWexercise with the Japanese Maritinme
Sel f - Def ense Force (JMBDF). When these were conpleted, we departed for the
Sea of Japan to comence operation "Beach King". Fromthe nmonent we de-
parted port and commenced the exercise we all once again experienced the
| ong, arduous tenpo of "around the clock™ operations which continued unti
t he afternoon of the 22nd when we returned to Sasebo for one day of exer-
cise reconstruction and debriefs. On the 23rd, we had an all hands person-
nel inspection in "Tropical Wite Long" uniformwith CAG M LLER as the
I nspecting O ficer. Again, the men of H5-6 exhibited great pride in their
country, the Navy, the Squadron and thensel ves. CAG M LLER reported at the
conclusion that HS-6 | ooked "outstanding”. This was our |ast day in Sasebo
and as usual it seemed all too short to conplete the necessary |last mnute
shoppi ng, picture taking, and preparations for our departure the next norning.



After we bid Sasebo and all its wonderous beauty "Farewel|", we began
organi zing and preparing for our current line period in the Gulf. The
weat her man advi sed us of the possibility of encountering rough seas from
typhoon "Viola". StormCondition Il was set and all hands busied them
sel ves naki ng the necessary preparations for anticipated heavy weather. As
the sea state increased, so did the pitching and rolling of the "M ghty-K';
some of us rapidly recovered our "sea-legs" while others experienced dif-
ficulty standing erect, wal king, sleeping and, unfortunately for sone,
eat i ng. However, we nanaged to out-run any really significant weather
and joi ned Task Force 77 in the Tonkin Qulf on July 27'". Upon arrival
we experienced a considerable decrease in our accustoned tenpo of operations
due primarily to acceptance of our share of the Departnent of Defense’s
budget reductions for fiscal year 1970. The resultant extra time avail -
abl e gave us an opportunity for additional training, indoctrination and
di scussions of the various aspects of the Navy. 1In addition, nore tine is
bei ng spent on professional training to enable all personnel to perform
their jobs nore safely and effectively, and nore readily pass advancenent
in rating exam nations.

On July 28th our M dshipnen guests departed after successfully com
pleting their sumrer training which included introduction to the conplexity
of carrier operations, the "art" of shipboard living and the "wonders of
the Oient". W enjoyed having these young college nen with us, and hope
that they departed with a greater understanding of Carrier ASW Force
Oper ati ons.

As support operations continue here in the Gulf, we | ook ahead to Aug-
gust I5th when we arrive in Hong Kong for six days of liberty in the "nelt-
ing pot of the Orient". It is considered the best shopping port on our
schedul e and many have been saving their noney in anticipation of the
many purchases to be nade there.

During the tedious day-to-day operations, our thoughts turn ever hone-
ward to you, our |oved ones. W | ook beyond Hong Kong, and with you antici -
pate the joys of Novenber when we'll all be together again. W are well and
doing fine; we trust all is equally well with you

Si ncerely,

2ol

W H. Reed
Conmander, U. S. Navy
Commandi ng O ficer



