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September 7, 2001
This is ray acoount of the rescue of Marvin Mayficld on the 27 July 1966,

On (he moming of 27 July 1966 we were the SAR ready crew sboard the USS Ranger. We
received an alent fairly carly in the moming, as I remember it was sround 3 AM. . We lsunched
shartly after that and proceeded in darkaess and rain in the dircction Of the Jast reparted locution

of Mr. Mayfield,

We crossed the beach m darkness and were iounediately taken under (ire. The ground belew the
belo was stifl in darkness and if it hadn't been for the knowledge that we were wilnessing 2
blizzard of ground fise, one could imagine bundreds of fireflios all winking on and off all over the
ground below us, There were also several anti-ulreraft sites firing 3¢ us and &t 0ac polot during &
rather violent mancuver where | was thrown awey from my M6 mount and back iato the center
of the airceaft, | could see the detocations of the AAA shells directly in froat of the gircraf
through the front windscreén, | remember Mr. Clark pulling back on the ¢yclic at that peiat s0
(hat the aircralt virtually came (o & cowmplete stop in the air. -

During the ingress, we had the support of 3 Alr Force bomber aircraft which helped suppress the
AA fire Since they were cammying a load of 1000 pouad iroa bombs, iheir assistance was
somewhat limited because of the number of AAA sites In that locutico.

One of the things that my sccond crewmaan (Geonge Armstrong) and 1 hed doae et helped us
sappress some of the fire coming up at us Was 10 use the boxes of trscer ammunition we had
hoarded over the previous severs] woeks. We had stripped several boxes of MS0 sxmunition of
all of their tracer shells and linked theas tracer shells together fu contiouous belts, Firing belts of
straight tracer allowed us to concentrate our fire ou the most active AAA sites snd seemed to be
somewhat effective in fire suppressioa.

One of those AAA sites wes located 100 1o 200 yards to the west of the locatica of the hiding
place of My, Mayficld and it was this site that delivered the most contiauces and concentrated flre
in our diroction. Jt was necessary to fire over e location of the downed pilot in order o bring
zay puppresaive fire on that site. My. Qlark found it necassary 10 cautioa me 03 =t Jeast one
occasion that my fire was getiag close to the location of the pilot. .

On our second puys over the area, and when Mr. Clark and Me, Smith hed determined the location
of Mr, Maytield, Mr. Clark brought the aircraft down oa the west side of the hedge row that Mr.
Mayfield was hiding in and about 30 foct away from his hidiag place. This placed the aircraft



between the AAA site mentioned previcusly and the pilot. The AAA aite was sitvated on a small
rise 1o the west and above the place where we landed which geve us scime cover irom the site
which was located directly up the rise from where the pilot was biding, Mr. Mayfield ran to and
leaped in thiough the cargo door where I was stationed. At about the sanie moment, Mr.
Armstrong called out from his station at the front door that “Here they come...let’s get out of
here!” According (o Mr. Armstrong when we discussed the mission later, as the pilot gained the
safety of the alreraft, the crew of the AAA site camne over the edge of the hill and directly towards
us. Mr. Armstrong wus manring his M60 in that location and was able to cover pur retreat, since
apparently the crew of the AAA site was not fully prepered to be fired upon es they approached
the aircraft,

We had no sooncr cleared the beach when Mr. Mayfield began agitating for us to go back to pick
up his RIO whom he fet was probably located in the same aree. Mr. Clark, in what I felt was a
very generous gesture considering that we were in the process of celcbrating our escape from

. what had appeared to be certain death or worse, asked each of ug whether we would be willing to
go back into that maelstrom again to pick up the RIO. Mr. Clark made it cleer to Mr. Mayfleld
that under no circumstances would he be allowed 1o accompany us on & return trip, that he would
be placed in a raft and picked up on again, should we survive a retusn 10 that area to search for his
crewman. Apparently the decision to return was discussed et higher Jevels and it was decided that
vie should retum to the carvier with Mr, Mayficld and that rescue of the RIO would be given to
other crews.

It is impogtant, 1 believe, in conjunction with this narrative to point out the rather severe
deficiencies in aircraft, weapons and crew that performed this mission. The alrerafl we were
using was not designed nor equipped to perform missions of this narare. 1t was designed to hover
over tle water and Jower dipping sonar in order to track submarines. There wero some
modifications made to the aircrafi, sach as small emnounts of armor plating in strategic locations,
however this was never an ideal aircrafl for land SAR. It was entircly o large, 1o slow, too
vulnerable and much too loud to be an effective rescue platform.

With the possible exception of Mr. Clark, none of the other 3 members of the crew had more than
minimal SAR treining. With respect to Mr, Ammstrong and myself, we bad a total of no mare than
20 minutes acclimation and orientation in the use of the M60. This weapon was totally

. inadequats for the demands of the mission since it was not designed for firing ut targets over
3000 fect away.- The muzzle velocity was so low that when fired at an altitude of 3000 fect, and
at angles of near 45 degrees from the vertical the impact of the rounds would cause no more
damage than the same round dropped from that height. In live fire practice at floating drop tanks
ot previous missions Mr, Armstrang and [ had determined that while flying at an altitude of 3000
foet, it was virtually impossible to place our rounds on a target, and that the best we could hope
for was to be able to place them in a very general area. This way particularly true whea the
aircrafl speed was greater than 30 or 40 knots. It was this observation that led us to realize that if
we were ever in a situation where we had to use the M60 10 suppress ground fire, that the
Intimidation tactor of firing straight tracer ammunition was our beat hope. It {s my opinlon that
the reason we s crewmen were able to successfutly suppress some of the ground fire directed at
us is solely because we were firing straight tracer ammunition instead of the usual 1:7 tracer.



[t is also my opinion that the only reason this mission ended in success is the skill of Mr, Clark.

The ground fire we experienced was extremely intense, yet he remained calm and collected
during the entire mission and skillfully avoided the AAA fire from the many sites that were

located in this ares. During one of the avoidance maneuvers he performed I was left half hanging
out of the cargo door and looking ahead of us could see many crisscrossed tracer tracks just ahead
of the cockpit and then looking behind the aircraft could see just a8 many more crisscrossing

behind us. Somehow Mr. Clark managed to avoid the fire from the many AAA sites and
successfully complete the mission.
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