Toocus of C0% Te Be WOOLCOCKE, PLloi of Powsrhousoll2 of 25 Jeuwary 1i0d
by Big Mother 73
50T 50%, - 1060 O5IE

Lhs crew of Bil=y3d v in L LAlsrb-congiticon FLW gn ths TSS ISNEY at
Scuth SAR station on the evening of 25 Jomuary 1568, At 1818 SAR alert
flirht quarters was sounded end the crew expsditicusly manned Ble73. The
UES IELEY went ..‘.ntn a tight right twm in order to expedite coming inteo tha
wind, This mensuver proved hezardous as the dock beceme ewash, ceusing
£iizht dececk hondlers to h.'llul:ﬁ tho edzerafi to slide on the wet decl.
Dus to tho overcest skiocs and epprosching sunset we doclded to wait fop
the JSE o warm-up before attempiing e tekeeoff, While waiting to launch,
Harbor Master II geve us en initiel veotor of 2229/37 miles to the SAR
aress During this period the crewnen mounied tho M-60's, gave the pilotis
thoir M-16%s and arranged the :u.r::—t pid Kt for 7 :rwadiste use, -

hfter toke~off ab 1021 wo huaded 2’.-.‘2:3'.' IPJG .00 cas flying the
gireraft at 120 kmots, wiich was the m....i.mu:a possibic opueds This pire
speed couired & mindimum of 90% torque and was scccapanisd by tremendous
vibrations, LT Vo SYDOW handled the initisl raedio commnicstions with
Earbor Mester IT snd Powerhouse 315, AX2 JONES end AN COCKERHAL .caded
the Me50's and wewo given permisslon to clsar them, Both weapons jammed
and the crewman imuediately mounted the spare M-50's, Enra;;ta.tc- tho
swevivor we £lew at S00' in order to maintain our radio end navigstion
vecopbicnes Approaching HOW MAT Island, we doscended to 100' to avoid ths
Imtie ddi ol%ee, Poworhouse 315, the swrvivor's wingmen, was orbliing
overhiad &b cpprocimgtely T00' with a low fuol state, Powerhouso 305
Sotionss b0 the WSS CUDAL SEL strecaiins fuals At 100 we lost tacen

sogopelan bos LiJ0 ROGHEL heard ¢ beepor ond LT VON SYDOW got an ALV

*



cub of 1659 to the ewrvivor, Thio v cbor wes eonliimed Wy & G

adveraft (L21), who was ropidly olcouir- ¥ rron o cselul the EiLL
efserts 4t 1839 IDJG BOOUEY owod 100 1000 Loaen dnd Wi bes
pupprecaing tha coastel dafense sltos In m slienpt to clid the demcod

pilote Bright red flashes were cbsorved on the booch as well es splaches
in the water close gboard both chips es the coastal dofense sites returned
the five, At 1841 LT VO SYDGH spotted Powerhouse 315 orblting overhoad.
it thds time Powerhouse 315 directed us to hosd 180° Closing the area
LIJ0 FoCiY spetted the surviver in his reft.betwecn the FERTH and ths
beach, IT VO SYDOW tool combrol of the Manduntamdnmuﬂ
hovere AL2 JUUES reported ho hed ths survivor in sight and began lowering
the holste AN COCHEREAN left the forward gun position to go oft and essist
JCHES in hodsting the suwrvivor. JOUUES reperted the pllot eppeared to be in
good condition and having no epperent t-::nuhh. Therefore, JRES doolded
COCHERHAYM would not Lhove to enter the waler to assist tho survivor.
Lpprosching the hover, we noticed the swvivor was fleating in his FZ-3C
and hed the raft sttoched to himself, The rotor wash kept bioccing the
survivor away from the aire « JOES lot cut the ceble and directed

LT WOl SIDOW %o back the sirezelt to the surviver pulling the borse collar
gnd eeble throuslh the waters The suwrviver grebbed the csbls, followed it
to the sliny end wos obls to successfully enter the horse collar, JONES
Looight the susviver up alongside the aiyeraft nnd ensountered great
¢ifficulty bolnzing him past the MeS0 mount, At 1BLS the survivor was
gboard, Wiil night DJoll upon ws LIJG ROUIEY menitored the instructions
walle hemdlin ¢ll pedio cassundoations, Durdng the hover, the SUN KILG

eircra™s and Hesbor Moster IT roquistsd Lo dondition of the pilot. Wo



egiviced them “het he seemed to be im good eondition, AL thds idna CUH

EIR pdviscd vs Lo cxpadite deperiiug tho mrsa bocouse of S0 wid bsavy

ARR fiyve from tho boochs Vo pavbod Lo the Nerth Beut
LY wtdl clopr of the shove Lotleri g end TOU MMT Folrads
A2 JO¥ES end AN COCKERHAM reported that the swrvivor was seriously

wounded on the hond and they had applied a battls dressing to stop furthor
bleeding. Continuing trestmc:.. for shock, they wrapped the surviver in
blenlzstes end geve him brendy fromthe first oid kit, Harbor Master II
directed ue to roturn 4o the USS ITWEY, oo that the Medicel Officor gould
troct the wound. Tho destor pave tic pdlot r.’.;-:,r clothes, ard &effcr laspscting
the wouad recowcnded we fly the surviver to the US8 RARGER for emorfondy
troslncnte At 1030, we lounchod fyom the USS DEWEY under extremoly poor
liguting conditions, This noccssiteted using our hover lights for ¢ visucl
raferance of the ship. Upon ra-!:.um to tha RANGER CIR T. E. WOOLCOCK
wderwent an emsprponey oparation which :'.nlztc-.d wppro:anately b hours. The
next doy he was reforted ¢ be in Haf-ilf:&ﬂf-ﬂﬂ' ccadivica.



